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Grower Profile – Nick Allpress, Allpress Farms Ltd, Cambridgeshire

Nick Allpress is Managing Director of Allpress Farms ltd in Cambridgeshire, a family business that was founded by his father in 1970.  Today the farm encompasses some 1,600 acres and growing leeks is a core part of the business.

Nick farms approximately 1,000 acres of leeks, producing 7,500 tonnes of leeks each year, both on his own and tenanted land in Cambridgeshire, Suffolk and Norfolk.  The farm supplies leeks to some of the UK’s leading retailers including Sainsburys and the Co-op and grows a range of varieties including Easton and Lampton for Prepack leeks and Volta, Striker, Roxton, Megaton Shelton, Belton, Harston and Triton for loose leeks.

Nick’s typical day begins at 7am with a visit to the pack house to check on the leek processing.  Later in the morning he’ll spend time in the office doing paperwork and talking to his customers.  He might also walk the crops, and organise overseas supply – which requires planning about 12 months ahead.

Growing leeks is a year round project and according to Nick one of the biggest challenges farmers now face is dealing with climate change and our erratic weather.  In particular the recent very wet summers that have caused significant crop damage.  Another challenge is sourcing good quality labour to cut and process the leeks.

While Nick is happy with the acreage he devotes to growing leeks at present and has no immediate plans to expand, looking ahead he hopes to develop new customer and partnership arrangements.  He is also exploring ways in which to evolve the cultivation methods used on the farm, moving away from conventional farming and embracing organic techniques.

A leek lover as well as a leek grower Nick’s favourite Leek recipe is simple.  Roasted leeks, slice the leek down the middle, drizzle with olive oil and roast until lightly caramelised… delicious!

For further press information, contact Kate Kerss on 07771 658 172 or Carole Pendle on 07768 462 601 or email kate@katekersspr.co.uk or carole@pendlepr.com

