The British Leek Season 2009/10


Grower profile – Mervyn and Marilyn Casey, Willow Farm, Lincolnshire

The Casey family has farmed at Willow Farm, New York in Lincolnshire since 1970.  Today the family works approximately 500 acres and include potatoes, sugar beet and cereals among their produce – however, their main focus is growing leeks.

According to Marilyn Casey it takes time, patience and dedication to grow leeks successfully, as they are a very vulnerable to disease and weather.  This means that Marilyn’s husband Mervyn invests a significant amount of time choosing the right varieties of seeds to drill, ensuring that the particular characteristics are exactly suited to the soil and season in which they will be grown.

The family nature of the business is underlined by the fact that Mervyn’s parents still provide hands on support, while his son-in-law also works for the business.  In addition, the farm employs up to 30 seasonal staff in the pack house where the harvested leeks are prepared for sale.

The Casey’s commitment to producing a top quality product means that they continue to hand finish their leeks.  This sees every leek stripped, trimmed and inspected by hand to ensure that only the very best produce reaches the supermarket shelves.

With drilling taking place from late February to early May, growing leeks is virtually a year round enterprise and the farm produces leeks for 42 weeks of the year.  Different varieties are grown in succession and an enormous amount of effort is put in to ensuring the plants thrive: fields are hand-weeded, irrigated on a regular basis and early plants are covered with fleece to create a warm ‘micro-climate’.

According to Marilyn there is nothing tastier to eat than fresh leeks – and she should know – as a qualified home economics teacher Marilyn is often called upon to demonstrate her culinary skills at local clubs and societies and of course leeks come top of the menu.  A particular favourite is her recipe for leek, potato and bacon soup – ideal for cold autumn and winter evenings.

For further information on British leek growers in different parts of the country or to arrange a farm visit, please call Kate Kerss on 07771 658 172 or Carole Pendle on 07768 462 601 or email kate@katekersspr.co.uk or carole@pendlepr.com 
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